A Bright Light in a Dark World
by Steph Fink

In the same way, let your light shine before (wo)men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16 (NIV)
A Christian leader is…LIGHT.
[image: image1.wmf]
LEARNING.  Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.  Mark 1:35 (NIV)
· Dedicated private times.
· Personal and group Bible studies.
· Fellowships with not only believers.
· Keeps accountable through connection to God and God’s people. 

· Evolving.  New seasons of life and positions have plenty of lessons to learn.
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DISCIPLINED.  …temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 1 Timothy 3:2-3 (NIV)

· Quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.  James 1:19 (NIV)

· Uses her words to build others up.
· Dedicated to her pursuit of being a disciple of Christ.

· Flexible.
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GRACEFUL.  God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. James 4:6 (NIV)

· God's people should be bighearted and courteous. Titus 3:2 (MSG) 

· Realizes she is not perfect and allows herself grace.

· Quick to apologize.

· Quick to forgive.
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HUMBLE. God does not respond to what we do; we respond to what God does. We've finally figured it out. Our lives get in step with God and all others by letting him set the pace, not by proudly or anxiously trying to run the parade.  Romans 3:27-28 (MSG)

· Hear-pray- act.   Not:  Do-ask God to join-then pray.

· Doesn’t get ahead of God, but rather allows God to lead her.
· A warm smile, eye contact and open ears often speak louder than “wise” words.
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TEACHING. But mostly, show them all this by doing it yourself, incorruptible in your teaching, your words solid and sane. Then anyone who is dead set against us, when he finds nothing weird or misguided, might eventually come around. Titus 2:7-8 (MSG)

· Lifestyle evangelism.

· Preach the Gospel at all times and when necessary use words.  (St. Francis of Assisi) 
· You are a mentor to someone else.  Keep your flame bright!
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(*Information provided by: Stephanie Fink, steph@encouragedinheart.org, www.encouragedinheart.org)

